Grammatical Rules of Kumzabi 
The Personal Pronoun 



I 




may'am 


r 


Thou 




tdu'i 


^/ 


He or she 




yiheh 


K± 


We 




mdhim 


^u 


You (male or female) 


shumd'eh 


AfUi 


They (male ( 


)r female) 


yehin 


cnfL 



More commonly : — 

I meh <S* (e as in " met ") 

Thou to y {o „ "toll") 

He or she yeh or lyeh A_j^ (e ,, " yet ") 
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We mah A_« (a „ " malt ") 

You (male or female) shumah' A^ (a „ " path ") 

They (male or female) shen /^-i (e ,, " pent ") 

As suffixes for possessive pronouns, the latter are employed, 
e.g. kdfileh caravan AisLj 

hdfile'meh my caravan <.«l9 Lj 



sogh 




dog 


(sing.) 


(pl.) 




My dog 




(dogs) 


sugh'meh 


^_-*«_-M. saghameh 


"ulIi- 


Thy dog 






sugh'to 


jI'm..^ saghd'to 


ill:. 


His or her 


dog 




sugh'yeh 


A 1;1« saghayeh 


A^l?,,. 


Our dog 




'■ 


sugh'mah 




a.^Ul."^ 


Your dog 






sugh/shumdh' 


<^^L. saghdimrmh' 


/M";::^ 


Their dog 






sugh'shen 


^ZiL-i. saghMen 


^-iL«_-u. 



The Article 
The article agrees with the noun in number. It is formed 
by a suffix as follows : — 
Indefinite (sing.) eh or te is or aT where noun has 

vowel or is ending. 
Definite (sing.) o or to j\ or y 
Indefinite (pl.) 
Definite (pl.) jl in or en jl 
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Man murdk ^>^.^ ; woman zank <-A) J ; tree shid'reh * j-X-l 
birds tayren. 



The man 


murd'ko 


jr>^ 


A man 


murd'keh 


rv:. 


A tree 


shid'reteh 


aPjIi 


The tree 


shid'reto 


yj^ 


Birds 


tayren 


o> 


The birds 


tayren'in 


cH-'i- 



The Noun 
Nouns have no gender. 
There is no diminutive form. 
The plural is formed by adding en or an jl jL 
e.g. 

Father haf «.ju Fathers hafan (j'^-". 

Dog sogh f- _^-w Dogs saghan ^j^ -*" 

Bird tayr ^U Birds tayren Oj^ 

Caravan kdfileh <\i U Caravans kafiWen ^j^U 

The final n of a plural noim form is elided, when the noun 
has a prenominal suffix, and the link vowel is usually then 
stressed, but not invariably so, e.g. :— 

Caravans kdfile'en cr'""^ 
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My caravans kdfilaimeh 



Dogs 

Our dogs 

Women 

Their women 
Summary : — 
An animal 

The animal 

Animals 

The animals 



saghen 

saghdmeh 

zanken 



haiwaneh 
haiwano 

haiu-anin 
iwan'enin 



Your animal haiwan' shumah' 
haiwan'enshumah' 









Your animals 

There is no dual form. 

All numbers from two upwards take the plural, e.g. :- 

One sheep yek ghos ^y dU 

Two sheep doh ghosen °^^^ ^_,;j 

Three sheep soh ghosen '^^^ ^J^ 

Eleven sheep yaz' data ghosen 'c^^\jl]\S 

One hundred sheep huzaratta ghosen '^^J, G^^* 
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No distinction would appear to be made between ordinal 
and cardinal numbers. 

A modified set of numbers is in peculiar use for hiunan 
beings. (For the most part the vowel of the ordinary numbers 

is then modified and the sufiix j__yJ = " individual " added ; 
and from 7 upwards suffix (_^ is substituted for suffix u.) 



Thus :- 










1 


yek 


'^^ 


1 person 


yekkay 


.'^1 


2 


doh 


»jS 


2 persons 


dukkas 


■^'^ 


3 


soh 


*/- 


3 persons 


sukkas 


lT^-*" 


4 


char 


'^^ 


4 persons 


diar'kas 


■^■^^. 


5 


panj 


^; 


5 persons 


pan'jikas 


■^\ 


6 


shish 


oV^ 


6 persons 


shish'kas 


■^^ 


7 


haf'ta 


L:°a* 


7 persons 


haf'kas 


■J^'^ 


30 


shas'ta 


f- °/^ 


60 persons 


shas'kas 


■X:-^ 



Numbers have no gender, e.g. : — 

Two bull camels dohjdmilen ^\X.^\-:>■ »^> 

Two cow camels dohndga'en ^tj Li'«_j> 
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The Adjective 

The adjective like the noun has no gender. It agrees with 

the noun and pronoun in number. The forms are as follows : — 



Indefinite (sing.) eh 



Indefinite (pi.) 
Definite (pi.) 



3\ 



A big man murd'keh gay'peh A— J 4J >^^ 
The big man murd'ko go'fo y y S' ^J"* 

The big men murd'ken gdpan ^i I J ^y :>^ 



The following forms occur with pronouns. 
Note that 1st person sing, and pi. are the same, also 2nd 
person sing, and pi. 

I am big meh gaypa'im -.j^— 3 k^ 



c9"-'-> y 



Thou art big to gaypa'i ^Ji—^J y 

He or she is big 






We are big mah gaypa'im 

You (male and female) are big shurnah' gaypa'i 

They (male and female) are big shen gaypen 

There is no diminutive. 

There is a comparative but no superlative. 



•-..O ,•,-> 



SHIHUH TRIBE, ARABIA, AND A VOCABULARY 



The comparative has two numbers and is formed by 

suffixes, thus : — 



Singular te'rah 


»J 




Plural te'rin 


oj 




e.g. 








He is big 


y eh gay f eh 




■^r^. 


He is bigger 


yeh gup't&ra 




^j^T\ 


She is small 


yeh diik'eh 




:f - 


She is smaller 


yeh ckikt'erah 




o''JSC>-\>_ 


This is black 


lyeh siy'eh 






This is blacker 


iyeh siyet'erah 




•J^"^ -* 


I am fat 


meh sakhti'im 




r^- 


He is fatter 


yeh sakhterah 




o>^4 


The tall ship 


jehd'zo durd'zo 




3jiy^ i'^ 


These are tall 


aishin'ena durd'zin 




j jljS LiLl. 1 


Those are taller 


ashin'ena durdz'terin 




jj-ji/iL^i 



The Verb 
There are no gender distinctions. 
There is no infinitive form. 

Such a phrase as " I wished to go " is expressed " I wish 
I go ", as it would be in colloquial Arabic. Similarly, " He 
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agrees to buy " by " He agrees he buys ". Taking the 3rd 
person singular past tense (as in Arabic) as a basis, four 
different verb forms are then represented in the following 
examples : — 

(I) He asked suwdl'gid'ish or iS'y^ (J !>*" 

suwalgur'dish i^^J ^ J^ 

(II) He struck buzur'dish {J^^-^y. 

(III) He sold foshnid'ish ^J^^ji 

(IV) He ran burwad "^-^y. 
It would appear that the terminations jrt'rfM, dish, and d nrc 

all parts of the auxiliary verb gid'ish ^M or gur'dish 
[P^'j^ (he took, he made), hence their elimination in 



certain conjugations. What remains after this process is 
applied to 3rd person singular past tense may be taken 

as the root. It is generally triliteral, e.g. bgr j o t_) , 

f sh n J J' d>, brw J j (^. 

Suwulgid'ish would appear to be the most regular verb 
form. The vocabulary shows the verbs for begun, cut, 
spoke, played, obeyed, rode, swam, walked, wrote, worked 
to be all of this form. 

The imperative is formed by adding to the root the sullix 

kin (sing.) ^y , kai (pi.) /^J , e.g. suwalkin /p u'^-^> 
mejemekin ^aI*_3ii^, rukubkai f^\ *J j, shnaukai 
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The past participle is formed by the suffix gurseh 
(sing.) ^^^J , gursin (pi.) (\-^J^ > e.g. suwal'gur'sin 

(j^y U I j-^, mejeniegur'sin (V*"-r f*^-* ' ^ukvhgur'sin 

The present and past tenses are as follows : — 

Past Tense. Present Tense. 

meh suivdlgudum aJO (j\j>^ A^ suwdltikum' ^xS(j\jm <^ 

to suwdl'gi'di iS'P^ U l_^*" y suwaltiki' /^Xj' J Ij^ y 

yeh suu-dV gi' dish ir"^^ U ' _>-" '^' suwaltikeh' '^.^S^J \_y^ <i 

mah siiwdlgu'dim a.Xi Ji^-"' \^ suwdltikum' ^^J^q\jm \a 

shuma suwdlgi'di cS~ Jl_^-"A*^ suwaltiki' (_5^u'_^*" ^•^ 

shen suwdlgi'din j-U J l_^ ^^r^ suwdltikin' (j^J. U '_?-" ^j-^ 

A comparison of this regular form (I) and the irregular 
forms (II), (III), and (IV) is as follows : — 

3rd Person 3rd Person Past 

Form. Sing. Past. Sing. Present. Imperative. Participle. 

(I) suwdlgi'dish suwaltikeh' suwdlkin suwdlgur'seh 

[^jfjlj.- aSCtJIJL- ^I^- 4I.J JI_/^ 

(II) buzur'dish hizaina bizen (s.) bkur'sch (s.) 

bizainah (pi.) bizur'sen (pi.) 
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3rd Person 3rd Person Past 

Form. Sing. Past. Sing. Present. Imperative. Participle. 

(III) burwad turwa'eh burwd (s.) burwaseh (s.) 

burwdnah (pi.) burwasen (pi.) 

(IV) foshni'dish tafoshna foshin (s.) foshniseh (s.) 

foshinah (pi.) foshnisin (pi.) 

In (II) the present tense and imperative would appear to 
belong to another verb bazan'dish ir'^' y,', or alternatively 

the J of the past tense becomes J in the present tense or 
vice versa. 

In (III) initial t_j 6 of root becomes Cj t in present tense. 

In (IV) an initial O is prefixed in the present tense. The 
three forms are identical in their mode of forming (a) the past 
participle by the suffix A—, (sing.) and ^--. or r.^ 
(pi.), seh (sing.), sen, sin (pi.) ; (6) the imperative plural 
by the suffix A) rMh. 

The past tense conjugations of the forms (II), (III), and 
(IV) are as follows : — 

(II) (III) (IV) 

meh buzur'dum burwddum foshnidum 

^>jjl<^ ^iij|j> A.. ^:^>-><« 
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(II) 

buzur'di 


(III) 

burwddi 


(IV) 
foshnidi 


burzur'dish 


burwad 


foshnidish 


buzur'dim 


burwddim 


fosknidim 


buzur'deh 


burwddeh 


foshnideh 


buzur'din 


burwddin 


foshnidin 


j^i' 0^ 


J^'-Jv: ly^ 


jXJ-j^ a-^ 



The present tense of the same forms :— 
meh, bizainum /^'-' J\ ^-* turwa'um ^'3y tafoshnum *1— _yd) 

to bizainl <^. Jr'. J" turwa'i (S^3j>' tafoshni ^^^yu 

yeh bizaina \\> y <i iurwa'a ^'3y tafoshna Al-i._^ 

mah bizainim /v^'^)' '^■* iurwa'im ^f\^y tafoshnim ^iJ^jJu 

shuma bizaineh kl* y A.*J^ turwa'eh ol^y tafoshneh <'J^jk7 

ahen bizainin ^^' y ^J^ turwain j'j^" tafoshnin ^J^jjb 

In (III) an aspirate » is sometimes substituted for the 
hamza t . 
Verbs of form (II) e.g. " he understood ". 
Verbs of form (IV) e.g. " he ate ", " he arrived ". 
The negative both for verb and adjective is formed by the 

suffix na L . 
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There are no verbs " to be " and " to have ", e.g. : — 
I shall not ask meh suwdltikum' na l» ♦ ^"u |^-" ^ 

He has not struck yeh buzur'dish na u ^Jr^'^Jy^ \ 

This is heavy dnsav<jlija A.jv — i.^ jl 

This is not heavy an sanglya na I) A^X — v.^ jl 

As in Arabic the equivalent of the verb " to have " takes the 
form of " with " followed by the prenominal suffix. Thus : — 



I have = with me 


wd'meh 


Aa\3 


Thou hast = with you 


wa'to 


yiS 


He has = with him or her 


wd'yeh 


<X3 


We have = with us 


ivd'mah 


\X3 


You have = with you 


wd'shumah' 


<1j^\3 


They have = with them 


wd'shen 


i^^3 



